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Lower Hanford Reach Steelhead Fishery Update: December Summary 

It was a slow month for steelhead fishing in the lower Hanford Reach this December. Only 62 steelhead 
were caught and 35 steelhead harvested in December.  This is the lowest catch and harvest on record 
(2003-2016). The combination of poor fishing and foul weather keep angler numbers down. There 
were an estimated 333 angler trips for steelhead in December. For comparison, there were 1,151 
angler trips in December of 2015 with a harvest of 215 steelhead.  
 
The good news is anglers averaged 14.5 hours per steelhead in December which is comparable to catch 
rates from prior years. The steelhead return to Ringold Springs Hatchery in 2016 is estimated at 486 
steelhead, well below the 2,000 to 5,000 steelhead that typical typically return to the hatchery.   
 
As a result of poor returns of steelhead to the upper Columbia River, this fishery has been restricted to 
the harvest of Ringold Springs Hatchery origin steelhead as identified by both an adipose and right 
ventral fin clip. This has not resulted in a significant decrease in harvest as very few adipose only 
clipped hatchery steelhead have been observed in the fishery. Effective January 1 anglers will be able 
to retain any hatchery steelhead in this fishery and the daily harvest limit will remain at two hatchery 
steelhead. 
 
For the season (Oct 1 – Dec 31) and estimated 367 steelhead have been caught and 232 steelhead 
have been harvested. There have been 2,996 angler trips. 
 

 

 
 
 


